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In a biostratigraphic study of the A1-89 well (offshore NE Libya), 60 species of Miocene to Pliocene (Zones NN10–
NN15) calcareous nannofossil species were identifi ed in samples with common to abundant occurrences and good to 
moderate preservation. During the Late Miocene, there was a gradual decrease in the diversity of nannofossils in the Tor-
tonian to Messenian. The position of the Miocene–Pliocene boundary could not be accurately determined due to a caving 
problem, but could be placed within the interval of 1440 to 1560 ft. Three defi nite calcareous nannofossil biozones were 
recognized – NN10 (Discoaster calcaris), NN11 (D. quinqueramus) and NN12 (Amaurolithus tricorniculatus).


